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SUMMARY The aim of this article is to conduct a comparative analysis of the dis-
courses and rhetoric in the public speeches of two consecutive Venezuelan pres-
idents - Hugo Chavez and Nicolas Maduro. Although both politicians have been
identified in the literature as representatives of Latin American populism, their
media activities, campaign styles, and governing methods differ significantly,
as do their perceptions by the public and the international community. This anal-
ysis also takes into account the evolution of both presidents’ images during their
respective terms in office, against the backdrop of the ongoing political-economic
crisis. The presence of Chavez and Maduro in the media - both traditional, such
as radio and television, and new (especially on social media platforms) — as well
as their narrative-building techniques are of particular importance in this con-
text. The reflection also includes the manipulations used by both politicians and
the symbolic sphere to which they referred in their speeches. Such a comparison
allows us to recognize that Latin American populism, which belongs to the so-
called “third wave,” is a uniquely complex and internally diverse phenomenon, even
within one country and successive presidential terms.
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Introduction

Latin American populism in the 21% century is a phenomenon that definitely
has multiple and very different faces. The political ambitions and goals of Néstor
Kirchner and later Cristina Fernandez de Kircher in Argentina are difficult
to compare with the strategies of leaders from the northern parts of the con-
tinent, such as Venezuelas Hugo Chavez or Ecuador’s Rafael Correa. Never-
theless, at the very beginning of the second decade, a pan-regional trend could
be observed that is now known as the pink tide (Spronk, 2008, pp. 173-186)
or the turn to the left (giro a la izquierda) (Santander, 2009, pp. 17-38).

After many long years under the rule of military juntas, most of which relin-
quished power in the 1980s, the vast majority of Latin American countries faced
a profound economic crisis that plunged millions of people into poverty. In order
to receive international aid and loans from institutions such as the World Bank and
the International Monetary Fund, local governments had to fulfill several condi-
tions — the main tenets of the program being collectively known as the Washington
Consensus, developed by American economist John Williamson. The neoliberal
approach included the privatization of state enterprises, the establishment of a free
market, the reduction of taxes and duties, and the redirection of public spending
from subsidies to the broad-based provision of key growth-enhancing services
(Williamson, 1996, pp. 13-15). The unsatisfactory results of the recovery plan and
numerous negative long-term consequences, particularly severe for the poorest cit-
izens (in Peru, the term Fujishock was coined to describe the intensity of the impact
of President Alberto Fujimori’s neoliberal turn), undermined the credibility of the re-
forms (Moreno-Brid et al., 2004, pp. 149-168). Societies, exhausted by the constant
cuts in spending on social services, gradually began to turn to the left, and a large
part of the continent was covered by the third wave of populism.

Developing a precise and functional definition of populism is not easy and
causes various controversies. According to the authors of Populism: A Very Short
Introduction, depending on the context, populism can be interpreted as an ide-
ology, a movement, or a syndrome (Mudde & Kaltwasser, 2017, p. 2). They
underlined that this term is described and perceived very differently depending
on the geographical region - in Europe, for example, this phenomenon is usually
associated with anti-immigrant or xenophobic discourses. In Latin America,
on the other hand, it is more often associated with patronage and lack of trans-
parency in the economic sphere (Mudde & Kaltwasser, 2017, p. 2).
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Cas Mudde and Cristébal Rovira Kaltwasser emphasize that regardless
of the definition used, populism in most cases has negative connotations. Moreo-
ver, they speculate whether populism itself even exists, given that “it truly is an es-
sentially contested concept” (Mudde & Kaltwasser, 2017, p. 2). Although this ques-
tion is obviously just a rhetorical device on their part, it is meant to emphasize that
almost none of the politicians or parties define themselves as inherently populist.

In this article, we have decided to follow the interpretation of Kurt Weyland,
who, embracing conceptual pragmatism, defined populism as a political strategy
that allows this approach to be applied to the analysis of each of the three waves
of populism in Latin America. As he justified his argument:

Political strategies are characterized by the power capability that types of rulers use
to sustain themselves politically. Under populism, the ruler is an individual, a per-
sonalistic leader, not a group or organization. Populism rests on the power capabil-
ity of numbers, not special weight. Populism emerges when personalistic leaders
base their rule on massive yet mostly uninsitutionalized support from large number
of people. [...] It leaves the association of the populist politics with specific social con-

stituencies, economic settings, and socioeconomic policies (Weyland, 2001, p. 18).

Hugo Chavez - TV star, Bolivar’s successor or an autocrat?

Undoubtedly, one of the most characteristic, controversial, and charismatic
representatives of this trend was Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, who came
from the Bolivarian Revolutionary Movement-200 (Movimiento Bolivariano
Revolucionario-200) and represented a leftist coalition called the Patriotic Pole
(Polo Patridtico), which later evolved into the Great Patriotic Pole (Gran Polo
Patriético, GPP). In his program, Chavez promised to dissolve the Punto Fijo
Pact-a formal agreement made in 1958 between representatives of Venezuela’s
three main political parties that lasted almost until the end of the 20™ century
(Hidalgo Trenado, 2007, pp. 13-35) - and to launch several programs aimed
at developing society and reducing poverty and inequality (Chavez, 2012). Plan
Bolivar 2000 was officially launched on February 27, 1999, exactly 10 years after
the famous Caracazo (protests and riots in the cities against inflation and in-
creases in the prices of basic products and services, such as gasoline and public
transportation). The name of his main program, along with the names of specific
missions (Misiones — projects of unconditional social assistance, such as Mision
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Sucre and Mision Ribas), openly referred to Libertadores and national heroes
of Venezuela (Garcia Montesdeoca, 2015). Although Chavez described himself
as a Marxist on several occasions (Valery, 2010), his connection to this move-
ment is very complex, and the political doctrine of Venezuela during his tenure
cannot be perceived as another attempt to fully implement communist rule.
The example of Plan Bolivar 2000 proves that the nationalist component
in Chavez’s ideology (often called chavismo) was as important as a traditional
leftist approach. The president defined his program as the socialism of the 21*
century, in which he intended to combine freedom, equality, social justice, and
solidarity with “traditional Venezuelan values” (Duarte, 2013, pp. 57-78), thus
distinguishing his doctrine from the state socialism implemented in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and previously in the Soviet Union (Wilpert, 2007).
The strong attachment to local history (mostly its heroic episodes) and traditions
was often displayed not only in state ceremonies and celebrations of national
holidays but also in everyday life and public space (Erlich, 2005, pp. 287-302).
In contrast to Soviet social strategies, the Venezuelan government did not have
the ambition to create a new citizen but emphasized that Latin America’s herit-
age was something to be proud of. The implementation of new values was not
the goal of Chavez, who preferred to manifest his patriotism by posing for pic-
tures in front of national flags or portraits of Bolivar (Duarte, 2013, pp. 57-78).
However, it is also worth mentioning what exactly the term national heritage
means in this particular context, as in the case of the entire Latin American
region, its understanding can change significantly. In this particular example,
Venezuelan heritage refers mainly to the country’s colonial past, its struggle for
independence, and the first decades of the young republic. Since half of the popu-
lation is mestizo and 43% is described as white (Gerencia General de Estadisticas
Demograficas, Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, 2012), the indigenous aspect
of the country’s history is not generally present or visible. Nevertheless, equal-
ity as one of the goals of 21* century socialism aimed to provide greater rights
to ethnic minorities (not only Indians but also Afro-Venezuelans — descendants
of African slaves). This fusion of left-wing economics and nationalism is more
reminiscent of another Latin American phenomenon - Peronism (also known
as Justicialism)® - than of Soviet or Chinese socialism. Among the many sim-

2 In this particular context, we refer to the so-called 1* Peronism - the period between the first
presidential election of Juan Domingo Perdn in 1946 and his fall during Revolucién Libertadora led
by General Eduardo Lonardi in 1955.
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ilarities between chavismo and the iconic movement of the first wave of Latin
American populism are a similar attitude toward national values, economic
solutions (social assistance programs, state control of strategic sectors of the local
economy, exports as a crucial source of national income), and a strong leader
(Weyland, 2003, pp. 822-848). The importance of the president’s position was
unquestionable; he was perceived as the country’s first citizen and, in a sense,
a role model. Although the power of the first secretaries of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union or the Communist Party of China is undeniable,
an illusion of equality was created with no president, prime minister, or emper-
or (also to break with Western political systems). In the case of Latin America
and its presidential system, strongly inspired by the constitution of the United
States, the central figure of an official leader is the foundation of the political life
of the country (Carpizo, 2006, pp. 57-91).

Apart from the political doctrine, the analysis of any populist leader should
not miss the specific style of campaigning and rhetoric, which are often very
similar among different populist politicians, regardless of whether they represent
the left or the right wing. These analogies can be easily noticed when comparing
the so-called second and third waves of populism in Latin America (Varentsowa,
2014, pp. 153-160) - to convince society of two opposite solutions (in the 1990s -
neoliberal reforms, in the early 21* century - broad social programs), most
leaders used almost the same arguments, among which the national interest
and the will of the people (pueblo) were particularly common (Retamozo, 2017,
p. 142). Despite the differences between individual politicians, most populists
share some characteristics that are visible, for example, in their argumentation
(the mentioned use of the word pueblo and the reference to the will of the people
as if it were homogeneous and coherent) and in their self-presentation (inde-
pendent candidate and strong leader willing to confront corrupt elites in order
to represent the interests of ordinary people).

Although it is quite obvious that this type of governance usually requires
a high level of personal charisma and developed communication skills to create
a bond with society (or at least with supporters), its meaning and significance
can be seen even more clearly by comparing two successive presidents of Ven-
ezuela — Chavez and Nicolas Maduro. While Chavez was known for his skills
in public speaking and his proactive attitude (Erlich, 2005, pp. 287-302), Ma-
duro does not have these skills, which is especially evident when comparing
their media activities. For thirteen years, the Venezuelan television channel
Venezolana de Television ran a talk show, Alé Presidente (Hello, Mr. President),
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hosted by Chavez himself, on Sunday prime time (starting at 11 a.m. and ending
around 5 p.m.). The idea of the program was for the president to interview mem-
bers of the government and comment on the current situation in the country
and abroad (the main point of reference was usually the United States, whose
decisions and influence were widely criticized). In total, the program had more
than 350 episodes (Nolan, 2012). Chavez’s initiative was certainly inspiring and
found some followers within the Latin American region (Ecuador’s Enlace Ciu-
dadano of Rafael Correa, Bolivia’s Democracia Directa of Evo Morales). However,
it should also be mentioned that Al6 Presidente surpassed even the Russian ideas
(despite the long tradition of local propaganda) seen in The Direct Line with
Vladimir Putin (Russian: Ilpsavaa muana ¢ Bragummpowm Ilytunsiv), a TV pro-
gram based on Q&A with the Russian president, which was launched in 2001
(moreover, there have been only 20 episodes so far).

Nicolas Maduro - bus driver, Youtuber, or unyielding usurper?

After Chavez’s death, the presidency was “inherited” by his vice president,
Nicolas Maduro, who later won the election and tried to continue his predeces-
sor’s legacy. He created his television program Didlogo Bolivariano (Bolivarian
Dialogue) (BBC Mundo, 2013), which has the same formula as Al6 Presidente.
The innovation surprisingly appeared on the radio, where Maduro launched
an audition called La Hora de la Salsa (The Hour of Salsa), which was an in-
teresting mix of politics and entertainment represented by the favorite music
and dance genre of the vast majority of Venezuelans (especially the poorest) —
salsa (Bellaviti, 2021, pp. 373-396). In addition to following in the footsteps
of Chavez, Maduro also had his own initiatives that went beyond the boundaries
of traditional politics — the best example of these avant-garde activities is his
YouTube channel.’ The clear intention of opening a presidential account on one
of the most popular Internet platforms was to reach the youngest citizens and
create the image of a modern leader, open to innovation and in direct con-
tact with the dynamic changes of the world. However, not only has this plan
not been fulfilled but the whole idea can be considered a failure - the total
number of views (of the whole profile) is less than 3.5 million, and the most
popular movie has been viewed only 47 thousand times (the current popula-
tion of Venezuela is over 28 million people). The vast majority of the content

3 https://www.youtube.com/c/Nicol%C3%A1sMaduroM/featured
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is quite homogeneous - there are numerous clips with presidential speeches
of long duration (1 hour or more) recorded in different places, such as different
rooms of the presidential palace and gardens, or public meetings with various
professional groups. He often presents himself surrounded by national symbols
such as flags or portraits of Bolivar, his audience is undoubtedly well prepared
in advance, even if his visit is described as unexpected or spontaneous (Alvarez
Riccio, 2016, pp. 153-160). At the same time, he uploads videos that are meant
to present him as an ordinary citizen, similar to millions of Venezuelans, and
highlight his working-class past as a bus driver in Caracas. This makes the vid-
eos similar to typical propaganda campaigns known from leftist regimes such
as the Soviet Union (and its allies), China, or North Korea (Lascurain Fernan-
dez, 2022, pp. 13-30). Similarly to these countries, Maduro also takes advantage
of the opportunity to highlight successes in sports and culture, presenting ath-
letes and artists as the common good of the nation and, in a sense, taking credit
for their outstanding work. Although his strategy is not mere “sportswashing,”
the presence of athletes (especially juniors, who symbolize the future of the na-
tion) and celebrities from the field (such as the controversial FIFA president,
Gianni Infantino) is definitely outstanding compared to other disciplines.

Using such events to promote himself is not the only dimension of his popu-
list rhetoric - as the president is well aware of the difficult situation in his coun-
try, he is constantly trying to improve his image. One of the most unexpected
and controversial ways to do this was to upload a video in which Maduro and
his wife turn on Christmas lights in the garden, announce the start of prepara-
tions for the holiday, and wish the people all the best on this important occasion.
In general, this type of clip would not be a surprise but in this particular case,
what was most shocking was the time of creation and publication of this con-
tent — the first half of October. The video caught the attention of the international
media (Cadena SER, 2021; El Periddico, 2021) because it was a rather desperate
method to distract people from the poverty and crisis that surround them, es-
pecially since every year the “Christmas season” comes a little earlier to “cheer
up the Venezuelan people” — in recent years these events took place in November
(Colussi, 2013). Nevertheless, it should be emphasized that imaginative lighting
and flashing decorations do not seem to be the best idea in a country that, despite
its rich oil reserves, suffers from regular power cuts.

The ongoing Venezuelan crisis — apart from its economic dimension - is clear-
ly visible in the political life of the country, and the best example is the “dual pres-
idency”: since the widely disputed presidential elections of May 20, 2018, Nicolas
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Maduro has continued his rule with the recognition of Russia, China, the Middle
East, and Mexico, while the United States, the European Union, Brazil, and Co-
lombia support his opponent Juan Guaidé (Malamud & Nuiez, 2019, pp. 1-10).
After boycotting several previous elections (due to lack of transparency, fraud,
and manipulation), opposition parties finally participated in the 2021 municipal
elections. Despite international criticism of the voting procedures and electoral
justice (Herrera & Kurmanaev, 2021), Maduro sought to legitimize the process
and its results from the very beginning, not only through online activity on his
YouTube account but also on Facebook, where he regularly publishes various
videos, images, and posts. In this particular case, he shared a clip titled Esperendo
resultados irreversibles (Waiting for irreversible results).* Emphasizing the crucial
importance of rigged elections is certainly a unifying element of the vast ma-
jority of authoritarian regimes that use populism as one of their main political
strategies. This is particularly evident when comparing the content published
by Maduro with that of Guaidé, who in general successfully avoids primitive
manipulations that are easily verifiable. Although his discourse appeals to emo-
tions in the same way as many populist leaders before him (including Maduro
himself), the significant difference is that he tries to create a positive environ-
ment instead of using fear or threats as his main arguments (Puertas-Hidalgo &
Romero-Mora, 2019, pp. 47-64).

Conclusions and final remarks

Considering the examples given, it can be observed that although both Chavez
and Maduro are populists: the effectiveness of their rhetoric and the general
perception of them in Venezuelan society and in the international context are
profoundly different. After Chavez’s death in 2013, Maduro - as vice president —
automatically became his successor but since 2014 he has faced constant and
intensifying social protests that have brought the country to the brink of civil
war. The violent response of the new government (Vivanco, 2016) and the on-
going presidential crisis that began in 2019 (Peterssen, 2022)° illustrate Maduro’s
weakness as a political leader. The assessment of his rule is even more negative

4 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=157169213161045

5 It should be mentioned that since 2019 such countries as the USA, Brazil, Argentina, Canada, and
the European Union have recognized Juan Guaidoé as a legitimate president of Venezuela, contrary
to China, Russia, Turkey, Bolivia, and Cuba supporting Maduro’s second term (Emmott & de Car-
bonnel, 2020; Vasilyeva, 2019).
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when compared to the popularity of Chavez not only during his presidency but
even today, a decade after his death, as his tomb is a destination of pilgrimages
and murals depicting the late politician (in some versions — together with Che
Guevara or Jesus Christ) can be seen in the streets of Caracas. Although it was
mainly Maduro who had to face the negative consequences of the social reforms
of the beginning of the 21* century (such as inflation and loss of purchasing
power) and the advancing economic crisis, his personal decisions contributed
to the worsening of the situation. At this point, it should be emphasized that
the protests in Venezuela are not only against specific problems (corruption,
insecurity, violence, blackouts) but against all authorities. Although Maduro
is trying to copy Chavez’s style, even including pieces of clothing such as red
jackets and tracksuits in the colors of the national flag, he is much less charis-
matic, which can be observed especially in his long speeches. Moreover, similar
to Chavez, he presents himself as the natural heir of Simén Bolivar’s thoughts
and ideas (see the portraits of El Libertador that often serve as the backdrop for
his videos) and as an enemy of the so-called elites. However, unlike his prede-
cessor, Maduro does not present himself as an outsider and a completely new
political force — instead, he describes his presidency as a continuation of Chavez’s
reforms on the road to 21* century socialism. He uses the figure of the late leader
of the Bolivarian Revolution and his constant popularity as a tool to legitimize
his own rule and gain political capital, as can be seen in the example of a new talk
show on VTV Con Maduro +, inaugurated on the 10th anniversary of Maduro’s
presidency, where he constantly referred to the legacy of Comandante Eterno
and “his values, his words, his image, his smile and his truth” (Melean, 2023).
In various studies of Latin American politics, this general tendency of suc-
cessive waves of populism is called “the return of the leader” (Zeremeno, 1989,
pp- 115-150), which reveals the general need of local societies to be governed
by a strong and charismatic figure. This need has its roots in the history of the re-
gion - after declaring independence from the Spanish Empire, a common feature
of the young republics was that caudillos (both at the state and national levels)
held military and political power (Rodriguez Martinez, 2021, pp. 219-246). Al-
though the contribution of this phenomenon to the future development of a large
group of populist politicians is undeniable, Latin American charismatic leaders
of the 20" and 21* centuries are part of a global trend. In this particular case,
the post-colonial legacy of the region is not very different from the post-social-
ist legacy of Eastern Europe (Koobak, Tlostanova & Thapar-Bjorkert, 2021).
However, it is also worth noting that in addition to the influence of the political
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style of the Soviet Union, China, and their allies, for example in Venezuela, there
were also numerous right-wing and neoliberal populists (such as Carlos Menem
in Argentina and Alberto Fujimori in Peru) who openly declared their support
for the United States of America, especially when governed by a representative
of the Republican Party. This illustrates the variety of faces and dimensions
of populism, which can be represented by very different approaches not only
within a country but also within a single career of a particular politician, devel-
oping their style over the years measured by consecutive terms in office.

References

Alvarez Riccio, V.M. (2016). Exploracion de youtube en Venezuela. Estudios venezolanos
de comunicacion, 175, 153-160.

BBC Mundo (2013). Venezuela: Maduro lanza su propio show de television. Retrieved from:
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/ultimas_noticias/2013/03/130314_ultnot_nicolas_
maduro_show_tv_msd [accessed: 19.11.2022].

Bellaviti, S. (2021). La Hora de la Salsa: Nicolds Maduro and the Political Dimensions of Sal-
sa in Venezuela. Journal of Latin American Studies, 53(2), 373-396.

Cadena SER (2021). Nicolds Maduro anuncia el adelanto de la Navidad en Venezuela. Retrieved
from: https://cadenaser.com/ser/2021/10/06/internacional/1633508529_421392.html
[accessed: 19.11.2022].

Carpizo, J. (2006). Caracteristicas esenciales del sistema presidencial e influencias para
su instauracién en América Latina. Boletin mexicano de derecho comparado, 39(115),
57-91.

Colussi, M. (2013). Venezuela: la necesidad de una revolucion en la revolucion. Revista
FAIA - Filosofia Afro-Indo-Abiayalense, 2(12).

Chavez, H. (2012). Programa de la Patria 2013-2019. Caracas.

Duarte, M. (2013). Redes de metaforas cognitivas en el discurso politico, <el socialis-
mo del siglo XXI> de Hugo Chavez. Revista Latinoamericana de Estudios del Discur-
so, 13(1), 57-78.

El Periddico (2021). Nicolds Maduro adelanta la Navidad en Venezuela. Retrieved from:
https://www.elperiodico.com/es/internacional/20211006/nicolas-maduro-adelanta-
navidad-venezuela-12171458 [accessed: 19.11.2022].

Emmott, R. & De Carbonnel, A. (2019). EU Parliament Recognizes Guaido as Vene-
zuelan Interim President. Reuters. Retrieved from: https://www.reuters.com/article/
us-venezuela-politics-eu/eu-parliament-recognizes-guaido-as-venezuelan-interim-
president-idUSKCN1PP1HQ [accessed: 19.11.2022].

Erlich, F. (2005). La relacion interpersonal con la audiencia: El caso del discurso del pres-
idente venezolano Hugo Chavez. Revista Signos, 38(59), 287-302.

Garcia Montesdeoca, ].M. (2015). Simén Bolivar como instrumento ideolégico en el discurso
de Hugo Chdvez, para articular la identidad nacional de los venezolanos (1998-2002).
Guayaquil: Universidad Casa Grande. Facultad de Administraciéon y Ciencias Politicas.

137


https://www.bbc.com/mundo/ultimas_noticias/2013/03/130314_ultnot_nicolas_maduro_show_tv_msd
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/ultimas_noticias/2013/03/130314_ultnot_nicolas_maduro_show_tv_msd
https://cadenaser.com/ser/2021/10/06/internacional/1633508529_421392.html
https://www.elperiodico.com/es/internacional/20211006/nicolas-maduro-adelanta-navidad-venezuela-12171458
https://www.elperiodico.com/es/internacional/20211006/nicolas-maduro-adelanta-navidad-venezuela-12171458
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-politics-eu/eu-parliament-recognizes-guaido-as-venezuelan-interim-president-idUSKCN1PP1HQ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-politics-eu/eu-parliament-recognizes-guaido-as-venezuelan-interim-president-idUSKCN1PP1HQ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-politics-eu/eu-parliament-recognizes-guaido-as-venezuelan-interim-president-idUSKCN1PP1HQ

138

SWIAT IDEI | POLITYKI « WORLD OF IDEAS AND POLITICS

Herrera, I. & Kurmanaev, A. (2021, November 23). In Venezuela’s Flawed Vote, Maduro
Shows One Way to Retain Power. New York Times.

Koobak R., Tlostanova, M. & Thapar-Bjorkert, S. (eds.) (2021). Postcolonial and Postso-
cialist Dialogues Intersections, Opacities, Challenges in Feminist Theorizing and Prac-
tice. London: Routledge.

Lascurain Fernandez, M. (2022). El proceso de globalizacién econdmica y los actuales
movimientos populistas. Revista De Relaciones Internacionales, Estrategia Y Seguri-
dad, 17(1), 13-30.

Meleana, E. (2023). Jefe de Estado estrené nuevo programa “Con Maduro +. Retrieved
from: https://mppre.gob.ve/2023/04/17/presidente-maduro-estreno-nuevo-programa-
maduro/ [accessed: 19.11.2022].

Malamud, C. & Nuiiez, R. (2019). La crisis de Venezuela y el tablero geopolitico internac-
ional. Andlisis del Real Instituto Elcano, 24, 1-10.

Moreno-Brid, ].C., Pérez Caldentey, E. & Ruiz Napoles, P. (2004), El Consenso de Washing-
ton: aciertos, yerros y omisiones. Perfiles latinoamericanos, 12(25), 149-168.

Mudde, C. & Kaltwasser, C.R. (2017). Populism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford Uni-
versity Press.

Nolan, R. (2012). The Realest Reality Show in the World: Hugo Chavez’s Totally Bizarre
Talk Show. The New York Times, 5™ June.

Peterssen, S. (2022). Ideological Polarisation in the Venezuelan Presidential Crisis. Critical
Approaches to Discourse Analysis across Disciplines, 14(1), 63-85.

Puertas-Hidalgo, R. & Romero-Mora, K. (2019). Facebook: plataforma de comunicacién
para lideres politicos de Venezuela. Caso de estudio: Nicolas Maduro y Juan Guaido.
Redmarka. Revista De Marketing Aplicado, 23(3), 47-64.

Retamozo, M. (2017). La teoria politica del populismo: usos y controversias en Améri-
ca Latina en la perspectiva posfundacional. Latinoameérica. Revista de estudios Latino-
americanos, 64, 125-151.

Rodriguez Martinez, J. (2021). Bolivar y Chavez. Fundamentos histéricos y religiosos del
populismo chavista. Sociologia Histdrica, 11(1), 219-246.

Santander, S. (2009). El giro a la izquierda en América Latina: fragmentacién y recom-
posicion de la geopolitica regional. Cuadernos sobre relaciones internacionales, region-
alismo y desarrollo, 4(7), 17-38.

Spronk, S. (2008). Pink Tide? Neoliberalism and its Alternatives in Latin America. Canadi-
an Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies. Revue canadienne des études lati-
no-américaines et caraibes, 33(65), 173-186.

Valery, Y. (2010, January 23). El marxismo segin Chavez. BBC Mundo.

Varentsova, O. (2014). Three Waves of Populism in Latin America. Bulletin of MGIMO-Uni-
versity, 6(39), 153-160.

Vasilyeva, N. (2019). Venezuela crisis: Familiar geopolitical sides take shape. AP News. Re-
trieved from: https://apnews.com/article/moscow-syria-jeremy-hunt-cuba-iran-6b7fa
7¢c566f486cb974362168f1d90d [accessed: 19.11.2022].

Weyland, K. (2001). Clarifying a Contested Concept: Populism in the Study of Latin Amer-
ican Politics. Comparative Politics, 34(1), 1-22.

Weyland, K. (2003). Economic Voting Reconsidered: Crisis and Charisma in the Election
of Hugo Chévez. Comparative Political Studies, 36(7), 822-848.


https://mppre.gob.ve/2023/04/17/presidente-maduro-estreno-nuevo-programa-maduro/
https://mppre.gob.ve/2023/04/17/presidente-maduro-estreno-nuevo-programa-maduro/
https://apnews.com/article/moscow-syria-jeremy-hunt-cuba-iran-6b7fa7cc566f486cb974362168f1d90d
https://apnews.com/article/moscow-syria-jeremy-hunt-cuba-iran-6b7fa7cc566f486cb974362168f1d90d

Karolina I. Kaleta - Different faces of populism in Venezuela. Comparison of governing styles...

Wilpert, G. (2007). Changing Venezuela by Taking Power: The History and Policies
of the Chdvez Government. London and New York.

Williamson, J. (1996). Lowest Common Denominator or Neoliberal Manifesto? The Polem-
ics of the Washington Consensus. In: R.M. Auty & J. Toye (eds.), Challenging the Ortho-
doxies (pp. 13-22). London: Palgrave Macmillan. DOI: 10.1007/978-1-349-13992-7_2.

XIV Censo de Poblacién y Vivienda (2011). Gerencia General de Estadisticas Demografi-
cas Instituto Nacional de Estadistica.

Zeremeno, S. (1989). El regreso del lider: crisis, neoliberalismo y desorden. Revista de So-
ciologia, 51(4), 115-150.

Rdzne oblicza populizmu w Wenezueli. Poréwnanie stylow
rzadzenia i wizerunku medialnego Hugo Chaveza i Nicolasa
Maduro

STRESZCZENIE Celem artykulu jest dokonanie poréwnawczej analizy dyskursow
i retoryki wystapien publicznych dwoch kolejnych prezydentéw Wenezueli - Hugo
Chéveza i Nicolasa Maduro. Cho¢ obaj politycy identyfikowani sg w literaturze
przedmiotu jako przedstawiciele latynoamerykanskiego populizmu, ich aktyw-
no$¢ medialna, styl prowadzenia kampanii oraz sposob rzadzenia znaczaco sie
réznig, podobnie jak sposéb ich postrzegania przez opini¢ publiczng i spolecznosé
miedzynarodows. Niniejsza analiza uwzglednia takze ewolucje¢ wizerunkéw obu
prezydentéw w trakcie kolejnych kadencji, réwniez na tle postepujacego kryzysu
polityczno-ekonomicznego. Szczegélnie istotna byla w tym kontekscie obecnosé
Chaveza i Maduro w mediach - zaréwno tradycyjnych, jak radio i telewizja, oraz
nowych (zwlaszcza na portalach spotecznoéciowych) oraz sposéb budowania nar-
racji. Przedmiotem refleksji byly réwniez stosowane przez obu politykéw manipu-
lacje oraz sfera symboliczna, do ktdrej odwotywali sie podczas swoich wystapien.
Takie zestawienie pozwala na dostrzezenie tego, jak specyficznym i zréznicowanym
wewnetrznie zjawiskiem jest latynoamerykanski populizm wpisujacy sie w nurt
»trzeciej fali”, gdyz stopien jego ztozonosci jest widoczny nawet na przykladzie
jednego kraju i kolejnych kadencji prezydenckich.

SLOWA KLUCZOWE populizm, Ameryka Lacinska, Wenezuela, media, Hugo
Chavez, Nicolas Maduro

Date of submission of the article: 19.11.2022; date of acceptance of the article:
15.07.2023.

139



	STUDIES AND ANALYZES
	Anna Potyrała, United Nations Security Council towards war in Ukraine
	Ryszard Ficek, Putin’s war of attrition and contemporary conditions of the political order...
	Valerijs Bodniek, Zaporizhzhia and Chernobyl nuclear power plants aspect in Russian warfare...
	Jaime A. Teixeira da Silva, The use of stock photos in news reporting: A case in 2022...
	Łukasz Jureńczyk, Ensuring Poland’s food security in light of the war in Ukraine
	Barbara Panciszko-Szweda, The significance of the European Green Deal for implementing...
	Małgorzata Abassy, Women’s rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran in the light of protests 2022...
	Karolina I. Kaleta, Different faces of populism in Venezuela. Comparison of governing styles...
	Jakub Chustecki, Colonial concentration camps in Cuba and South Africa...

	REVIEWS
	Michał M. Kosman, (review): John J. Mearsheimer, The Great Delusion: Liberal Dreams and Internationa
	Marcin Wałdoch, (review): Robert D. Kaplan, The Tragic Mind: Fear, Fate, and the Burden of Power




